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them to fall in with " the common policy of Boiotia ".1   And
thus, a vicious circle. In Argolis, soon after the Dorian invasion,
there was the fairest promise of union of all, and in the end
the completest failure.   There had been in the past a union
under the overlordship of Agamemnon ;   and more recently
Argos had been the centre from which, under princes of the
blood of the conqueror Temenos as poets said, the war-bands
went out to Dorize Phlious, Epidauros, Sikyon ;   but in all
these and in the smaller towns of Argolis, local self-govern-
ment led, in the less strenuous age that followed, to local
self-sufficiency and unwillingness to fall in with the policy
of an Argive king;   and Argive attempts to use force to
reassert the original supremacy  led  only to bitter enmity,
with Argos impotently pursuing a policy of sheer aggression,
and the smaller cities prepared to unite with any more distant
power, to save themselves from " slavery ".  Sparta had more
success ;  the " dwellers around " in the Lakonian townships,
smaller and more tractable than those  of Argolis,  fought
stoutly for her and were evidently well content to live under
her protection and overlordship ;   but even here, quite apart
from the  existence  of a  dourly hostile serf caste and the
ultimately  disastrous  success  of the  attack  on  Messenia,
which made the Spartans  something like a hostile garrison
in their own country and half-paralysed their power to fight
abroad—even the loyal districts of Lakonia never produced
anything like the military force that might have been expected
of the country, for the reason that only a minority, and a
shrinking minority, were citizens and thus immediately and
keenly interested in Spartan policy.
Only by Athens, in the whole history of Greece in its
prime, was the whole strength of the free men of over a
thousand square miles of country ever wielded as one unit
by one government which all men felt to be their own. Hence
came the extraordinary vigour and resilience of the Athenian
power in the heroic and tragic days of Perikles ; and the first
step towards this was taken by the men who united Attica,
before history began. It was a magnificent feat of forbearance.
i Cf, ThJc. ii, 2 j lit, 01, 63,

